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SIMPLY 
GORGEOUS 

NEW MARINA AND CHANGING LAWS WELCOMING SUPERYACHTS 
TO THE CROWN JEWEL OF THAILAND. 

Text by Linda Cartlidge; Photos by Asia Pacific Superyachts Koh Samui
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ONCE A THAI FISHING COMMUNITY, Koh Samui continues to 
charm today with natural beauty and warm Thai hospitality, and some 
positive changes are in store for visiting superyachts. 

Known as the Crown Jewel of Thailand, Samui is a paradise of azure 
blue water with miles of pure white sand beaches. 

Some of the world’s most luxurious five-star resorts nestle at the 
base of lush verdant mountains with stunning views and direct access 
to the seas of the Gulf of Siam. Arriving superyachts fit right into this 
equation. With Samui as a base, owners and guests enjoy island life 

between cruising and dive journeys through the archipelago of Ang 
Thong National Marine Park and neighbouring islands. 

This exquisite tropical island destination in the Gulf of Thailand (or 
Siam) is majestically located – a place where superyacht journeys can be 
combined with the ultimate in a luxurious exotic holiday stay. 

Captain Charlie Dwyer of Asia Pacific Superyachts has been 
taking care of arriving superyachts to Samui for the past 15 years. An 
experienced superyacht captain and one of the founders of Asia Pacific 
Superyachts, he is a consummate professional with a wide range of 
contacts and support for every type of superyacht need, complimented 
by a network of APS agents to support a vessel’s journey throughout 
Asia and the Pacific. 

This genial expert is the ‘go to guy’ for superyachts, and for 
government and marine professionals. He knows inside and out the 
needs, services and luxury options required and desired by superyacht 
owners, guests, captain and crew when visiting Samui. Coupled 
with rising interest in Samui as a superyacht destination, Dwyer is 
alerting his customers and others that the first planned marina –  with 
superyacht berths – is coming soon.

“Authorities have set down clear plans to develop a marina in Koh 
Samui,” he says. “Keeping to this theme, the government has stated one 
of their aims is to ‘promote Thailand as Asean’s marina hub’, a nation-
wide concept that includes Koh Samui.” 

The government is gearing up efforts, stating, “We plan to make Thai 
waters more attractive for cruise tourism and foreign yachts, as part of a 
plan to promote the country as the marina hub of Asean.” 

Expanding on government efforts, Dwyer referred to a Bangkok 
Post article quoting Thailand Marine Department Director-General 
Chula Sookmanop. “The government is loosening boat regulations to 
make it easier for yacht and superyacht owners to dock in Thai waters. 
The prime targets are yacht owners coming from Mediterranean and 
Caribbean seas, who want to escape cold weather there during the 
winter,” said Chula. “Owners will be allowed to stay longer in Thailand 
and will become eligible to receive some tax incentives.” 

Dwyer notes the Marine Department plans to develop marinas, 
and public hearings about the projects will be organised in upcoming 
months. Chula also stated: “Authorities have set down clear plans to 
develop marinas and a feasibility study has been carried out in Krabi 
and Koh Samui, while Ranong and Trang also have potential for 
development.’’

In another announcement, Harbour Department General Director 
Jula Sukmanop revealed plans to build yacht ports in Krabi and 
Samui. “Plans are also afoot to adjust the regulations with regards to 
facilitating foreign yacht and superyacht owners in a bid to attract them 
to Thailand. Plans include changes in the taxations levied and a longer 
period of time yacht owners might be allowed to stay in Thailand.”  

“Superyachts can also expect to greatly benefit with the nation-wide 
changes in VAT and crew regulations and new regulations will provide 
significant savings for superyacht owners and captains visiting Koh 
Samui, Thailand,” adds Dwyer.

A round up of Thailand’s ‘Top 10 yachting destinations’ in Luxury 
Island and Magazine lists Koh Samui #1. “Setting sail for an adventure 
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like no other,” the magazine reports. “From the Gulf of Thailand to 
the Andaman Sea, there’s really no better place to experience life on a 
yacht than the Land of Smiles. Thailand’s become quite a destination 
for putting up the sails, and with good reason: beautiful expanses of 

calm water, postcard-perfect islands and impeccable ground service on 
marinas are just a few of the draws of docking here.”

Interestingly, Koh Samui was also named among the ‘Top 10 
Happiest Cities’ by The National Geographic Society in the book The 
World’s Best Cities. “Koh Samui’s prosperity and quality of life has risen 
steadily with the recent influx of visitors drawn to its intoxicating blend 
of street food stalls, hidden Buddhist temples, jungle waterfalls, and 
palm-fringed beaches,” the book says. 

Growing alongside the increase in superyachts is the influx of 
world-famous five-star luxury resorts located on magnificent beaches 
and limestone cliffs around the island, including: W Retreat Koh Samui, 
Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui, Anantara Lawana, SALA Samui, Le 
Meridian, Santiburi Golf & Resort, Conrad, Banyan Tree, Six Senses and 
several more. 

At Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui, those without a boat can get a 
taste of the island’s yachting scene with two vessels available for charter, 
the 42-foot Oryx Sport Cruiser Siam Seas Explorer or the Sunseeker 
Manhattan 60 Minor Affair.

Samui is a hospitable and interesting island and celebrities are known 
to flock here. Folks don’t pay too much attention; even when Harrison 
Ford ate at Five Islands Restaurant in Taling Ngan, and Mick Jagger 

strolled along Fisherman’s Village with a small 
entourage, thrilling some locals when hanging 
out at a steak house. 

Formula 1 star Lewis Hamilton stayed at 
SALA Samui a few years ago and in October last 
year he opted for Conrad Koh Samui, during an 
eight-day break between races. He and colleague 
Jenson Button were sighted scooting around 
the island’s ring road on rented motorbikes, and 
Michael Schumacher had a fondness for the 
secluded Six Senses Samui.

Located in the Gulf of Thailand roughly 
700km south of Bangkok and 80km from 
Thailand’s southern coast, Samui is the third-
largest island in Thailand and the largest in an 
archipelago of more than 80 islands in the Ang 

Thong National Marine Park, a kayaking and snorkelling paradise where 
most of the islands consist of limestone mountains about 10-400m 
above sea level. Due to the fact that the limestone can change its 
structure easily, the islands have many strange looking caves and cliffs. 

On Koh Mae Ko (Mother Island) there is a beautiful natural inland 
lake named Thale Nai, about seven metres deep with several viewing 
points. It was made famous by Alex Garland’s book “The Beach”, which 
was made into the movie starring Leonardo DiCaprio

The monsoon season causes big waves and heavy rain – 
approximately 2,000mm year round – with a temperature of 
approximately 23 degrees centigrade, influences the Angthong National 
Park, Dwyer warns. He suggests the best time for visiting the islands is 
between February and April when the sea is calm and suitable for sailing 
and calm cruising. 

Samui offers high-quality diving most of the year, though it is best 
to avoid the monsoon in November and December, or shore-based 
courses can be taken during this time. Dwyer can also arrange for a 
Dive Guide aboard your vessel to help beginners to advanced students 
and set a dive itinerary. 

The most famous dive site in the area is Sail Rock, north of Koh 
Phangan, which has an 18m natural rock chimney swim-through and 

is a good location to view whale sharks.  Other sites can be found in the 
north of Angthong Marine National Park and on to the Gulf ’s famed 
diving mecca, Koh Tao, with 21 sites off its shores. A day’s diving from 
Samui can include up to three dive sites.

Another option is going around the island by boat and seeing the 
beaches of Samui in a different way, passing some of the most stunning 
coves – Big Buddha Bay, Choengmon Bay, Chaweng Bay, Lamai Bay, Hua 
Thanon Bay, Koh Mudsum and Koh Tan. A BBQ picnic lunch can be 
enjoyed on a white sandy beach along the way with snorkelling options.    

While Samui is small enough to be circumnavigated in just a couple 
of hours by motorbike or car, the island features a variety of beaches 
and activities. While soaking up local culture in the beachside village 
restaurants, friendly pubs and gourmet restaurants you can experience 
the sunset while enjoying the famed hospitality of gracious Thai hosts.  

There aren’t many other places where you can bask in the camp of a 
cabaret show, witness the solemnity of a Buddhist temple, be pampered 
to the utmost in one of the world’s top spas and then dine in epicurean 
delight – all while looking forward to the next exotic cruising adventures. 

Whether trekking along a meandering creek to a waterfall while 
seated atop an elephant, visiting a fascinating temple like Wat Plai Laem 
or simply indulging in lazy sun-kissed days on the beach or in the lavish 
comfort of any of the five-star resorts, Koh Samui continually surprises. 

charlie@asia-pacific-superyachts.com
www.asia-pacific-superyachts.com 
www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Koh-Samui
www.kosamui.com
www.samuiairportonline.com
www.wretreatkohsamui.com
www.fourseasons.com/kohsamui/
lawana-chaweng.anantara.com
www.salaresorts.com/samui/
www.lemeridienkohsamui.com
www.santiburisamui.com
www.facebook.com/conradkohsamui
www.banyantree.com/en/ap-thailand-koh-samui  
www.sixsenses.com/resorts/samui/destination
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