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DIVE RIGHT IN
THE MALDIVES IS A SPECTACULAR SUPERYACHT AND DIVING GETAWAY 

THAT IS EVEN MORE APPEALING THANKS TO RECENT CHANGES 
ALLOWING LONGER-STAY VISAS.

By Linda Cartlidge

Velaa Private Island
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DESTINATION – The Maldives –

THE REPUBLIC OF THE MALDIVES is one of the world’s most-luxurious getaway destinations, 
dive spots and superyacht cruising areas. Now there’s even better news for yachts visiting the 
Maldives and for those interested in a cruising and dive holiday.  

“A Maldives cruise is now even more appealing; awarding longer stays for visiting yachts,” 
says Mohamed Hameed of Asia Pacific Superyachts (APS) Maldives, which provides support for 

visiting yachts that include customised dive 
trip itineraries.

The APS Maldives branch was established by 
Hameed, a multi-generational Maldivian with 
15 years of experience in the marine industry. 
The genial managing director and his dive 
experts will share personal recommendations 
with superyacht Owners and Captains 
interested in exploring the area. These first-hand 
itineraries can be crafted for vessel guests of all 
dive levels, from beginner to experienced.  

The Maldives superyacht vacation paradise 
options are now even better thanks to the 
change to a 90-day visa for crew, unlike 
previous regulations that were more limiting. 

“The duration of the stay allowed in 
Maldives for yachts and other tourist vessels 
is extended to 180 days; however with this 
significant change, every tourist receives a 
30-day visa on arrival and the visa can be 
extended for another 60 days, before expiry of 
the first 30 days (total 90 days).

“Every crew on a visiting yacht receives 
90 days on arrival and every crew flying into 
the country with advance formalities with 
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immigration, as crew flying in, receives seven days to sign on to a yacht. 
Upon signing, each visa will be automatically extended up to 90 days,” 
says Hameed from his head office in Malé. “Superyachts will find the 
new regulations and conservation measures supporting the natural 
beauty of the area simply make the Maldives that much better!”

The capital island of Malé is among the largest of the group known as 
the Maldives. It is a tiny dot of land that covers an area of approximately 
one square mile and hosts a population of more than 100,000. For 
superyachts cruising in the atolls, Hameed and the team offer a wide 
range of services from arrival in Male and throughout the Maldives stay 
until departure.

Fuel and ship store items are supplied duty free directly to vessels with 
provisions and locally available items at very reasonable prices, according 
to Hameed. APS also has branches in the Northern Part of HA; Uligan 
(North Thiladhunmathi Atoll) and the Southern Part of S. Gan (Addu 
Atoll) and the three offices can provide for all superyacht needs.  

The atolls offer an incredible variety of untouched diving areas with 
remarkable natural beauty, as well as five-star island resorts sprinkled 
throughout for superyacht guests who wish to spend some time on 
shore enjoying spa treatments, shopping, and fine-dining restaurants. 

Among the 1,100 miniscule coral islets of The Maldives’ archipelago, 
sugar-white beaches are sanctuary to countless sea birds, while thriving 
coral reefs host an endless variety of exotic fish and marine life, such as 
those at Hanifaru Bay. The Maldives was awarded the UNESCO World 
Biosphere Reserve Declaration in 2011. 

The word thila is used often in dive references and means submerged 
reef in Maldivian. Hameed knows the best of these incredible dive spots 
and suggests starting dive trips in the North Malé Atoll dive site of 
Lankan Manta Point where manta rays can be seen in large numbers – 
when diving with an outgoing current, as many as a dozen large mantas 
can be seen at a time.

Then it’s on to the dive site of H.P. Reef, offering a strong current 
running with schooling big-eye trevally, snappers and plentiful reef fish.

The Embudhoo Express on the northern tip of South Malé Atoll 
allows you to drift through this small channel into the atoll past 
whitetip, gray reef sharks and eagle rays.

Next is Furana North and Thila, a beautiful site offering schooling 
reef fish, possible manta ray sightings and gorgeous coral growth.

Rasdhoo Atoll and North Ari Atoll dive site of Madivaru 
(Hammerhead Point) is rarely dived due to its isolated location. 
However, the locale offers a good chance of seeing up to a dozen 
hammerhead sharks in the channel if diving in the early morning.

At Maaya Thila there are gray and whitetip reef sharks, as well as 
extensive and beautiful soft coral growth.

At the South Malé Atoll dive site of Cocoa Channel and Kandooma 
Thila – leave the diving to the experienced divers as this high-octane 
dive is not for beginners. Swim across the opening of the channel 
looking out and down into deep water for sharks, before blasting 
through the pass over the northern face of this deep thila that is 
covered with many types of coral and marine life.

Gulhi Thila offers a more sedate dive experience and a chance to 
see many green and hawksbill exotic turtles along with wide-ranging 
colourful coral growth on the thila’s overhanging ledges. 

APS Maldives is a member of the Association of Yacht Support 
Services (AYSS). In addition to providing superyacht support and custom 
dive itineraries, Hameed and his team can arrange for an on-board dive 
guide to assist divers of all levels. Of course, the itinerary might need to 
be adjusted or changed based on weather conditions and tide times in 
certain areas.
For further information, email mohammed@asia-pacific-superyachts.com.
www.asia-pacific-superyachts.com

Velaa Private IslandVelaa Private Island


