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The sparkling waters off
Surin Beach were dot-
ted last week with some
of the largest motor and

sailing yachts around Southeast
Asia in a recent rendez-vous
where Captains and crew met to
race, play marine games and dine
at the gourmet tables set at the
upscale resort, The Chedi.

Asia Superyacht Rendez-
vous is becoming a major inter-
national sailing event sponsored
by Feadship, one of the world’s
leading builders of luxury yachts.

Organizers Charlie Dwyer,
Captain of the Yanneke Too, and
Gordon Fernandes, MD of Asia
Pacific Superyachts, invited own-
ers of the world’s most elegant
yachts to sail to Phuket for the
competition.

“We want to promote
Phuket as a hub for superyachts
in Southeast Asia. Currently,
many of the world’s largest pri-
vate vessels spend the winter
months tied up to a dock in the
cold and rainy Mediterranean
when they could be enjoying sail-
ing in the beautiful surroundings
of Phang Nga Bay,” commented
Gordon.

Yachts that joined in the fes-
tivities had to be at least 30
meters in length.

Thirteen yachts responded
to the invitation, a mixture of
motor and sailing yachts, includ-
ing the S/Y Silolona, a wooden
yacht built in Indonesia by an
American woman with a local
crew, who performed traditional
music in native costumes for a
gathering of participants.

The Asia Superyacht Ren-
dezvous 2009 began with an el-

egant cocktail party at The Chedi
and was following by the
Feadship Challenge where se-
lected crews from each yacht
were given a small bag of mate-
rials, including string and canvas,
to fashion a small sailing boat.

Then the completed model
boats were placed in a narrow
gutter of water and “blown”
down the course. Eleven teams
competed but the M/Y Vie Sans
Soueis proved to have the
winning boat.

Andy Dowden drew the
course for the next day’s race and
Simon James, who co-ordinates
almost every regatta in Thailand,
was in charge of the competition.

Superyachts meet in seasonal style

Five sailing yachts com-
peted against the winds, the cur-
rents and each other to sail the
triangular course in front of Surin
Beach. After three hours of com-
petitive sailing, S/Y Thalia passed

first over the finish line.
That same evening, partici-

pants enjoyed Chedi hospitality at
a beach dinner and party.

“The rendezvous is an infor-
mal event where international

superyachts and their crews can
gather for some elegant yet in-
formal fun. We are already in the
planning stages for next year’s
Rendezvous on December 17 and
18, 2010,” said Captain Charlie.

By Bruce Stanley

(from left) Gordon Fernandes, GM Asia Pacific Superyachts; Francois VanWell,
President Feadship America; Charlie Dwyer, Captain Yanneke Too.

The five sailing superyachts raced off Surin Beach as part of the
‘informal’ gathering of yachties. Photos: Sakhorn Saengthangsamarnsin


