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APS returns to  
Monaco in 2018
Asia Pacific Superyachts has been the 
leading superyacht agency network in the 
Asia Pacific Region for well over a decade, 
continuing to grow and now with coverage 
in 18 regions of 16 countries.  

The APS Stand QH25 is conveniently 
located at Quai de l’Hirondelle, near the 
Yacht Club de Monaco and one of the 
main entrances (Quai Louis II entrance). 
Agent-owners representing APS Asia and 
Pacific regions are on site at the APS Stand 
QH25 at MYS 2018 to welcome and help 
those in destination planning and enquiries.

“We are thrilled to return to Monaco again 
and share new information from our network 
of APS agent-owners in Asia Pacific regions 
along with important formalities and regulation 
information for visiting Superyachts. 

We’re happy to meet Captains, Owners and others involved with superyacht 
journeys as we share significant changes in government, infrastructure and 
marinas in South East Asia and the Pacific”, said Gordon Fernandes, a co-
founder of APS and director of APS in Phuket, Thailand. 

“We are looking forward to discussing important changes and news from our regions with superyacht owners and captains”, said 
Scott Walker of APS Singapore, APS co-founder along with Gordon Fernandes and Captain Charlie Dwyer, adding: “We’re delighted 
to introduce our highly experienced agents at MYS 2018. Stop by to learn more while enjoying a chilled brew and chatting about 
superyacht Asia Pacific area destinations, regulations and attractions”. 

www.asia-pacific-superyachts.com     THE NEWSPAPER FOR SUPERYACHTS     2018 Edition
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Asia Pacific Superyachts welcomes you to MYS 2018 

Finding paradise amidst the stunning 
archipelago and ancient culture 
of Myanmar becomes a real ity 
many times over for yachts on an 
adventurous journey around ancient 
Myanmar and the mysterious Mergui 
Archipelago. Many superyachts use 
Phuket, with its excellent marinas and 
vibrant island life, as a base for the 
yachting season (November to April). 

see page 6

The Mysterious Mergui  
Archipelago    

Raja Ampat, known as ‘The Jewel of Indonesia’
“Raja Ampat is the perfect location according 
to a record number of superyacht captains that 
have cruised the area in the last year”, enthuses 
Captain Jimmy Blee, director of Asia Pacific 
Superyachts Indonesia, with offices in Bali and 
now in Raja Ampat. 

New adventures.  
New passions.  
New Zealand.

see page 2see page 8

Asia Pacific Superyachts 
QH25

SEAMLESS SUPPORT – BEST LOCAL KNOWLEDGE – INDEPENDENTLY OWNED OFFICES
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Stunning yachts visiting the Republic of the Maldives, using 
the services of Asia Pacific Superyachts Maldives as their 
local agent includes spectacular vessels M/Y April, M/Y 
Batavia, M/Y Five Angel, M/Y Galeocerdo, M/Y Kogo, 
M/Y Liberty, M/Y Meamina, M/Y Sea Raphsody, M/Y Silver 
Angel, M/Y Silver Fast, M/Y Talisman C.
These yachts join past season visitors from M/y Radiant, M/y Naia, S/y M5, M/y 
Andromeda, M/y Pelorus, M/y Galeocerdo, M/y Vava, M/y Caipirinha, M/y Ecstasea, 
M/y Formosa, M/y Samax, M/y Sunrays and M/y Lafamilia.

Owners and their guests and Captains and crew have enjoyed exploring the beauty 
and unique attractions of the Maldives, visiting many of the country’s wondrous and 
‘favorite’ spots of APS Maldives, said APS Maldives owner-agent, Mohamed Hameed.  
Asked about some of their favourite experiences, Mohamed said the ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
experience receives many comments and can be explored at any of the deserted 
islands around the Maldives, enthusing: “Deserted islands are the untouched beauty 
of the Maldives where you can experience the authentic Maldives which are ideal 
for a private beach picnics and exploring”. 

Another personal favorite of Mohamed’s is Olhahali Cave which lies at the northern tip 
of North Malé Atoll at the locale of the Olhahali Island, “This is a fantastic place, where 
along with a couple of small caves, presents the main attraction… an enormous cave 
of 40 meters long at a depth of 25 meters. The reef here hosts moray eels, stingrays, 
turtles and puffer fish and napoleons and white tip sharks and eagle rays can often 
be seen here”. 

A not to be missed experience is a breathtaking resort island, home to the luxurious 
Anantara Kihavah Villas. The resort welcomes visitors with an extraordinary feature - a 
panorama of aquatic life at the world’s only underwater restaurant and wine cellar! 
Those dining can gaze at hundreds of colorful fish and even large turtles, passing right 
by the windows, while enjoying the culinary art and extensive wine list. 

A great journey ending can be to experience the pristine natural beauty of Baa Atoll 
at Nibiligas and Mendhoo Islands, a perfect finale to a cruising journey. 

Mohamed says of the yachts visiting, “The wonderful yachts cruising in the Maldives 
housed mostly private and charter guests onboard. Many of the captains owners and 
their guests told us they enjoyed the Maldives and expressed their determination to 
return in the near future for another holiday”, adding, “Anchorages are same as before 
but all areas of the country allow cruises with the normal country’s required formalities 
and permissions, which can be well arranged by our APS team”. 

Maldives welcomes 
Superyachts from around 
the world              

Crew Adventures in 
New Zealand 

Region of the month: Bay of Islands
The Bay of Islands is a New Zealand region encompassing more than 140 
subtropical islands next to the country’s North Island. With a 3 hour drive, 
35 minute flight or an hour by helicopter from Auckland, It is known for its 
undeveloped beaches, big-game fishing and Maori cultural artifacts.

It’s also home to the 19th-century whaling port of Russell, whose waterfront 
promenade is lined with remnants from its days as the country’s first colonial 
capital. With a wide variety of activities to do such as exploring Waitangi, 
surfing, diving, fishing and sand duning, it is the ideal place to go for summer. 
With world class service and luxury accommodation, why would you want 
to go anywhere else?

Glamping 
Camping has long been a traditional holiday activity for Kiwis who love to 
pitch a tent, cook sausages on the barbeque and get back to nature - it 
is also one of the prime ways to experience the lakes, beaches and pure 
beauty of New Zealand countryside.

Now, for those who want a camping lifestyle with extra comfort, there’s 
growing demand and opportunities to experience a softer option. 
‘Glamping’ (derived from glamorous camping) is an international travel 
phenomenon and New Zealand offers some of the world’s best locations.
With summer on the horizon, we propose that you make the most of the good 
weather by giving the beach a miss and instead reacquainting yourself with 
our beautiful country’s natural side. With an array of well-equipped, spacious 
and super comfortable ‘glamping’ sites situated in only the most picturesque 
surrounds, we’ve rounded up the following list of inspirational sojourns.

In incredible areas such as Raglan, Lake Wanaka, Taupo, Bay of Islands, 
Kaikoura and on Slipper Island just to name a few, this form of luxury is perfect 
for you to truly capture all the beauty New Zealand has to offer. However, 
book with haste as these sophisticated under-the-stars stays are sure to get 
snapped up quickly.

Tracks in Auckland
Explore rocky coastlines and sheltered bays. Lush native forest and wide open 
countryside. Pounding surf and trickling streams. Remote wildlife sanctuaries 
and bustling city streets. Whether you want to walk, hike, run, bike or horse 
ride…. there are a wide range of tracks situations in the Auckland region for 
all levels of experience. All of these tracks allow for a wide range of expertise 
and can be done by yourself, or in a group. 

Stunning adventures await yacht crews and guests 
when in New Zealand! Following are just a few of 
the abundant activities on offer reports APS New 
Zealand managing director, Duthie Lidgard. 

M/y Talisman-C moored in Maldives

Far North Sand Dunes, NZ
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Rutland Island, latitude 11º 25.7’ North, longitude 92º36.8’ East 
Discover fresh turtle tracks on the beach during egg laying season. Make day sails from the island anchorage 
to isolated reefs and swim with schools of large double headed parrot fish, moray eels and view crayfish hiding 
in rocks amongst millions of beautiful reef fish.

Havelock Island, beach #7, latitude 11º58N, longitude 92º57E 
Ashore is a great Italian restaurant and tourism here is low key, back-packer based and easy on the pocket. The 
local market town is a delightful experience where you can select some ginger spiced samosas while enjoying 
a glass of chai, then stocking up on freshly picked produce at local market gardens. The beach often has 
great waves, just perfect for boogie boarding and body surfing followed by late afternoon fishing. However 
note that arriving by dinghy on this beach can often be challenging. 

Inglis Island, latitude 12º 08n, longitude 93º 06E 
You can anchor in a stunning passage between two islands and inspect the reef by dinghy. While trawling you 
might catch a polka dot cod amongst the underwater delights. And watch out for a crocodile! 

An Andaman Islands itinerary, including the above (but not including Nicobar Islands) might consist of any of 
the following islands: Long Island, Inglis Island, Rutland Island, Ross Island, Tarmugli Island, Inglis Island, Cinque 
Islands, North Sentinel Island, Neill Island, Kyd Island, Havelock Island, John Lawrence Island, Henry Lawrence 
Island, Outram Island, North Passage Island and Barren Island. 

Barren Island is dominated by its volcano, estimated to be at least 1.8 million years old. Barren Volcano is the 
only confirmed active volcano in South Asia along a chain of volcanoes from Sumatra to Myanmar.

Andaman Islands tips for arrival & anchorage
Those interested in cruising the clear waters of the Andaman Seas will find enchanting 
islands with miles of seclusion… offering drift diving over coral gardens, soft sandy 
beaches and pure blue waters, a water temperature of 28º, cool nights and good 
sailing winds.

A paradise of anchorage options awaits and skippers will find Thailand’s Phuket 
an excellent departure to cruise the 400 NM to the capital of Port Blair in the Bay 
of Bengal. You can fly or sail down from either Phuket or Langkawi, Malaysia to the 
entry port of Port Blair located at 11º40.3’ North x 92º44.2’ East. 

A major challenge when visiting a new wilderness destination is knowing where to go, 
where to anchor and what to see along with trying to figure out the time-consuming 
checking in and checking out procedures of a new destination.  R. Rathnam operates 
the leading professional yacht handling & facilitation agency, Asia Pacific Superyachts 
Andamans, and can assist with all of this while arranging for an Itinerary specifically 
designed to the Owners & Captain’s interests and requests. 

Visitors to the Andamans are allowed a 30 day Visa, though Mr. Rathnam can 
advise on longer stays. He and his team can provide the expert assistance needed 
through a vessel’s arrival and departure as clearance procedures at Port Blair can 
be a lengthy experience requiring lots of paperwork. Customs, Immigration, Coast 
Guard, Harbour Master and the Forestry Department all require written requests 
before providing formal written approvals. Arrival and departure procedures for 
these needs and for visas, health and security can be professionally and efficiently 
handled for you by your agent. 

Port Blair is steeped in British tradition and holds many delights for visitors while the 
numerous procedures and paperwork are completed with the guidance of an 
experienced agent. It may take up to a couple of days to clear in, including arranging 
with the Harbour Master to take on water at the commercial dock and to ensure all 
paperwork is completed and provisioning has been done. Without an agent it may 
take a couple of days to check in. The APS team can bring provisions right to your 
yacht from their provisioning facility at Port Blair.  Following are a few anchorages / 
location favored by skippers, according to R. Rathanm:

Port Blair

Havelock island
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Captain Jimmy’s Passion for 
Indonesia’s Raja Ampat 

Q: Nice to meet with you Captain Jimmy, 
it’s very pleasant here on the back deck of 
the luxury charter boat Amandira in Waisai, 
Raja Ampat. 

A:  Yes, it is and I’m happy to share my thoughts of this 
wonderful part of the world. Raja Ampat is one of the 
many cruising jewels in Indonesia and it’s very special 
to me.  The area offers so many unique attractions, 
especially for Superyacht visitors.

Q: What makes Raja Ampat so special?

A: It is a combination of things. First and foremost, it’s 
the amazing underwater world and world class diving. 
We have slowly developed a terrific team of ‘Top Gun’ 
dive experts that work exceptionally well as onboard 
dive/ guides. We also work hard to match the best 
guide with the specific vessel’s needs. 
Raja Ampat has the largest biodiversity of corals on 
the planet and with this level of coral life, obviously 
the tropical fish and marine life is incredible wherever 
you’re voyaging in this area.

Q: And what are some of the other 
attractions to Raja Ampat, in addition to 
the outstanding diving?

A: The natural topography and the fantastic people 
and their unique culture. The above water landscapes 
in Raja Ampat are breathtaking and, like anywhere 
in Indonesia the local people are warmly hospitable 
and friendly. Having developed good and lasting 
relationships with various people and tribes of 
Indonesia, we are able to plan special events in 
hidden locations, unlike any others.

Q:  APS Indonesia seems to have a very 
strong service presence here in Raja 
Ampat and Waisai. How did this come 
about?

A: Yes, we do and all of us at APS Indonesia envision 
Raja Ampat as the gateway key destination to 
Indonesian cruising for the next 10 years. In fact, 

our commitment is so strong to this cruising area we 
recently designated Raja Ampat as a stand-alone 
branch of our Indonesian operations. 

We have three permanent and highly experienced 
Papuan staff and expert dive/ guides directly on 
hand. These are among the most highly rated guides 
of the area and have knowledge of every inch of the 
best dive locations in the area.  Our prime objective 
for our client boats is to ensure the Captains have as 
much support and care as we can give them. As we 
well know, their jobs are already demanding and we 
can relieve some of these demands with an on board 
guide, while at the same time show the vessel’s owner 
and guests the best Indonesia has to offer. Company 
wise – in addition to or Raja Ampat offices we have 
a storage and collection office in Sorong.

Q: That’s quite a commitment. Can you boil 
your service down for us?

A:  Our motto is…. “Personalized service from the most 
experienced team in Papua”

Q: Excuse my geography, “Papua”?

A: Raja Ampat is a specific area in the greater 
Indonesian province of Papua. The name Papua 
itself tends to sometimes confuse people who when 
hearing the name, relate to Papua New Guinea 
[PNG], which is a separate country.  The Indonesian 
province of Papua was renamed on January 1st 2002 
from its previous name Irian Jaya. This is not yet widely 
recognised and causes some confusion, which we 
aim to help clarify.

Q: On another tact, for Superyacht Captains 
and Owners planning to bring their yachts 
to Raja Ampat, what does APS Raja Ampat 
have over its competitors that makes it 
more attractive to use APS services?

A: Good question. I first brought my own charter boat 
to the Raja Ampat cruising area in 2001 and seeing 
the unbelievable place that it was, have since that 

day, been running and operating boats in this area. 
As you can imagine in those days the area was very 
primitive and had no infrastructure or facility to service 
superyachts in any form. 

I brought the good ship Senses to the Raja Ampat 
in 2005, in those days owned by a wonderful New 
Zealand man, Doug Myers. To this day I am confident 
in stating this was the first ever superyacht to ply these 
waters. I can assure you the challenges to make the 
one month trip the success it was, were considerable.  
Since these early days all of us under the APS 
Indonesia banner have steadily built, established and 
strengthened networks and local support comprised 
of individuals who are trustworthy and work well with 
us. To this day our local support and personalized 
services we can provide for our Captains and Owners 
is second to none.  

Q: Well, thank you for sharing some of your 
knowledge of Raja Ampat, Captain Jimmy. 
Any last thoughts?

A: It’s been my pleasure to share these thoughts and
I would like to personally invite Captains and Owners
to contact me directly at jblee@asia-pacific-
superyachts.com about the wonders of Raja Ampat.  
We’re looking forward to seeing more superyachts 
visiting this living paradise.

Indonesia and its vast expanse of 17,000 islands is a ‘must-see’ world cruising 
destination that offers a spectacular and memorable cruise. It is one thing to 
have a pre-planned cruising itinerary but to ensure a highly memorable trip 
that meets the fine details required when voyaging through a fantastic area 
such as Raja Ampat, it is important to be aligned with a highly professional 
team and your contact be someone who knows the waters better than anyone 
else.  

In Indonesia, that’s Captain Jimmy.  The personable director and co-founder 
of Asia Pacific Superyachts Indonesia, Captain Jimmy Blee, sat down to share 
thoughts on how Raja Ampat became an ongoing passion in his life on the 
sea.Captain Jimmy Blee of APS Indonesia
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Raja Ampat is 2nd APS 
office in Indonesia

Welcome To Cambodia

Cruising Cambodia in your yacht is an amazing 
experience.  Options in the way of adventure 
and leisure activities include wildlife and nature 
excursions and cultural experiences in a country 
unique and exotic, and home to the incredible 
Angkor Wat.  

Cambodia, officially known as the Kingdom of Cambodia and once known as the Khmer 
Empire, is located in the southern portion of the Indochina Peninsula in Southeast Asia.

Seafaring merchants following the coast from India to China brought them to the port 
cities along the Gulf of Thailand, which were then controlled by the state of Funan in 
Cambodia. At varying times Cambodian culture also absorbed Javanese, Chinese, and 
Thai influences. The culture of Cambodia has had a rich and varied history dating back 
many centuries and has been heavily influenced by India. In turn, Cambodia greatly 
influenced Thailand, Laos and vice versa.

Throughout Cambodia’s long history, a major source of inspiration was from religion, 
which brings us to Angkor Wat - a reason onto itself to visit Cambodia. Angkor Wat, listed 
in ‘World Wonder List’ for its grandeur, history, beauty and state of preservation, is the 
largest monument of the Angkor group and also the best preserved, an architectural 
masterpiece and one of the finest monuments in the world.

The main port city of Cambodia, Sihanoukville is the ideal destination for white sand 
beaches and tropical islands. Home to Cambodia’s principal deep-water maritime port, 
it’s a perfect base for exploring the lush islands nestled in the blue-green waters just off 
the coast. The laid-back, bucolic atmosphere of this diminutive village is perfect.

Koh Dek Koule Island is an exquisite jewel resting in the tranquil waters of Siam Bay, rich in 
Khmer culture and cuisine offered in a setting of tropical opulence. Plush and luxurious, this 
island gives itself up wholly to indulgence and the little extravagances that make time in 
the tropics so precious. Thick with jungle and teeming with marine life, this is a destination 
well-suited for outdoor enthusiasts and pleasure-seekers alike.

A personalised itinerary including any or all of the above can be arranged by emailing 
kevint@asia-pacific-superyachts.com.

“Asia Pacific Superyachts Indonesia is 
proud to announce the opening of our 
Raja Ampat branch office”, reports 
the co-founder, Captain Jimmy Blee.

Celebrating 11 years of operations in Indonesia, APS was the first 
company to offer specialist superyacht shore support in the vast 
archipelago of Indonesia. Now they have become the first to open an 
office, which is fully staffed, in the amazing Raja Ampat area.

“This is a huge but logical step for us” said Blee, “The team we have up 
in Raja Ampat have years of experience with us around Indonesia and 
all are from the area originally which gives us a massive advantage in 
local knowledge and a strong operational presence on the ground.”

Fitri Dewi, with APS Indonesia since she was 19 years old and well known 
to Captains from many countries, is the GM of Raja Ampat branch, 
backed by Bali based GM, Thomas Taatjes. The APS Raja Ampat office 
is in the harbour of Sorong and perfectly situated. There are also plans 
for a second satellite office in Waisai to open later in the year in the 
middle of the National Park.

“Basically we aim to give the most comprehensive coverage we can 
to our clients based on our experience and resources being the most 
advanced in Indonesia,” said Thomas Taatjes, GM, “Not only does this 
mean greater efficiency, it also means greater control of operations and 
costs for our clients which is key.”  He reports the first few months of the 
Ampat office opening in 2017 was off to a great start with a 120m, a 
75m and a 95m yacht visiting APS Raja Ampat is now firmly on the map!

APS Indonesia, established in 2008, is the leading superyacht support  
team in Indonesia, bringing hundreds of yachts into Indonesia including  
some of the biggest in the world. APS has gradually established an  
industry and two true yachting destinations in Indonesia and is grateful  
to the Government of Indonesia for recognizing and adapting policy  
to help yachting in Indonesia to grow.
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Kawthaung.

Kyun Phi Lar, also called Pilar, is a favourite island in 
Myanmar’s beautiful Mergui Archipelago. The long white 
beaches stretch for kilometers without a footprint in the 
sand. There you can see monkeys sitting on the beach 
leisurely snacking on crabs.

Asia Pacific Superyachts Phuket and Myamar GM, 
Gordon Fernandes, shared a comment from the 
Captain of S.Y. Tiara, P Pellat-Finet, expressing his vessel’s 
experience in the Mergui’s in 2016: “An amazing trip in the 
middle of beautiful deserted islands. Impossible to count 
all the pristine yellow sanding beaches. A breathtaking 
experience where nature prevails.  We will go again”.

Planning & Navigating Myanmar 
Gordon Fernandes reports that yachts departing Phuket 
and prior to entering Myanmar must gain a permit before 
they can enter the country, adding: “A visa-on-arrival 
will be issued for all crew and passengers and this visa is 
valid for cruising the islands in the Mergui Archipelago. 
And keep in mind visits to the mainland are prohibited 
with this Visa”. 

The vessels then voyage on to Myanmar, which is also the 
high season for visiting the Myeik (Mergui) Archipelago.  
December to February in Myanmar offers the most 
beautiful and comfortable conditions – warm, sunny 
weather, steady winds and calm seas. There is less wind 
and higher temperatures in March and April, however 
– this also makes for clearer waters and best time for 
diving and snorkeling among an extraordinary hundreds 
of uninhabited islands. 

The name ‘Myanmar’ doesn’t mean a lot to most people 
as the word has only been associated with a short portion 
of that country’s long history. Mention the name ‘Burma’, 
however, and it evokes something completely different. 
Burma is old, exotic, romantic and mysterious and still 
being discovered. It is a nation with a long and glorious 
history and an enormous variety of stunning landscapes 
and vistas. 

The country’s remote archipelago has a rich history of 
maritime trade and mysticism but was closed to foreign 
visitors for about 50 years (until late 1996). Its virtual isolation 
provided protection from modern developments, leaving 
the archipelago pristine and untouched. Cruising into 
Myanmar is like entering an ancient world and yachts are 
slowly discovering the vast waterways of the archipelago 

The Mysterious Mergui Archipelago

which includes an incredible 800 tropical islands, mostly 
uninhabited; and some with ‘Sea Gypsy’ communities 
living off the seas as did their forefathers. 

Departing Thailand and entering the southern province 
of Myanmar and the border town of Kawthaung, you are 
literally at the gateway to the vast and beautiful Mergui 
Archipelago, one of the world’s last paradises. Only a 
few places on earth can match the untamed wilderness 
and primal seclusion of this incredible Archipelago. With 
an amazing diversity of marine life, wildlife and plant life, 
island after island just waits to be explored - with countless 
white beaches under green hills of dense rainforest, their 
canopies alive with birds and butterflies.
  
Formerly known as Victoria Point the southernmost town 
in Myanmar, Kawthaung, is separated from Thailand by 
the broad estuary of the Pakchan River.  It retains the 
charming character of a prosperous fishing village and 
is surrounded by the Mergui National Reserve. 

The key to enjoying Kawthaung is to escape 100m back 
from the harbor where the town’s charming streets 
offer sanctuary from the hustle and bustle of the harbor 
as you check out the Andaman Club Resort, built on 
ThaHtayKyun Island which is about 10 minutes from 

Finding paradise amidst the stunning archipelago and ancient culture of Myanmar becomes 
a reality many times over for yachts on an adventurous journey around ancient Myanmar 
and the mysterious Mergui Archipelago. Many superyachts use Phuket, with its excellent 
marinas and vibrant island life, as a base for the yachting season (November to April). 
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Important points for yachts 
visiting Myanmar:
• All yachts must have a permit organized before they  
arrive to check into Myanmar. A local guide must be  
taken on board and he will have the paperwork which  
proves to the Navy the yacht is allowed to cruise in the  
Mergui Archipelago. 

• All yachts need to take a guide with them; this is  
compulsory. The guide will also know where great cruising  
can be found and is important to have in communicating  
with island natives and any officials. APS takes 10-15  
superyachts into the Mergui Archipelago annually and  
has access to the best guides.

• There are no marinas in the Mergui Archipelago; 
however,  the APS agent will know and share the best 
anchorages with the Captain.

• Some islands are off limits to cruising yachts and 
the onboard guide will alert the Captain of the latest 
information. As there are over 800 islands in the Mergui 
Archipelago this is not a problem and the Captain will 
have an abundance of islands to select from to visit. 
The agent will advise the Captain of the statistics of the 
area to be visited and will provide information needed 
for the journey.

Asia Pacific Superyachts (APS) is excited to join the Asia-
Pacific Superyacht Association (APSA) as a Premium 
Member. The announcement of new membership with the 
non-profit association is celebrated by all APS owner-agents, 
providing the very highest level of service to Superyachts by 
an unrivaled network of 18 regions in 16 countries. Each 
APS office is individually owned, awarding superyacht 
owners and captains a tailor-made, personalised service.
Branches in the Asia Pacific Superyachts network have the highest amount of combined superyacht services 
experience in the superyacht industry and agent teams enjoy special and long-standing relationships with 
the various regions’ Customs, Immigration and Harbour Departments and at times, achieving the impossible.

 APS can arrange for all aspects of a visit from visas to berths to owner arrivals with all requests expertly dealt 
with by an experienced professional team. APS Co-Founder and heading up Asia Pacific Superyachts Phuket, 
Gordon Fernandes enthuses: “APSA, as the leading professional and regional yacht industry association for Asia, 
and the first ever cross-country association established in Asia, is a perfect match for Asia Pacific Superyachts”.

 Working to actively promote members in the Asian yacht businesses and for worldwide yacht / superyacht 
businesses that want to do business in Asia, the Asia-Pacific Superyacht Association promotes the South, South 
East and Eastern Asia region to the global superyacht community as one of the world’s three main cruising 
regions. A perfect match for Asia Pacific Superyachts.

APS a perfect match for  
Asia-Pacific Superyacht Association
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the challenge of scaling its highest peak, Pindito. Being 
located right on the equator, the Raja Ampat islands 
boasts amazing natural rainforests and thousands of 
species of birds, highlighted by the much sought after 
Cendrawasih, or better known as the ‘Bird of Paradise’.

Exotic locations like the Ayau Islands, a collection of 
islands located in the Coral Islands on a very large atoll, 
are numerous and just waiting to be explored. Many of 
the islands in this archipelago offer islands of white sands 
with a white sandy sea bottom that connects Ayau Island 
with other islands. Not far from the sands are ‘special 
sands’ that the local community calls ‘zandplaat’, a 
unique habitat of local vegetation in Raja Ampat. Here 
you can also see the local community, especially mothers 
and their children, as they continue a long tradition of 
catching sea-worms or ‘insonem’. 

A main attraction of Raja Ampat is the seascape that 
reveals the most bio-diverse coral reefs in the world. Diving 
the many dive sites is an otherworldly experience where 
you can view over 1,300 species of fish and 603 species 
of hard coral, which includes 75% of all known coral 
species in the world and 10 times the number of hard 
coral species found in the Caribbean along with a known 
57 species of mantis shrimp and 15 mammal species. 

“After having the privilege of guiding boats through Raja 
Ampat, I can honestly say it is my favourite destination 
in Indonesia to cruise. The jungle, the people, and of 
course the seaways are magnificent. It is a challenge 
to service boats in this remote part of the world but 
through persistence we have all the logistics and systems 
in place to provide everything our clients need”, notes 
APS Indonesia director, Captain Jimmy Blee.

With all its spectacular wonders inland, on the shore, 
on and beyond the waters coupled with a unique 
serene ambience that one can rarely find anywhere 
else on earth, Raja Ampat truly offers the ultimate 
cruising experience. To view a fantastic video of cruising 
in Raja Ampat click to: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7KIFycuMAxo 

Raja Ampat translated means ‘The Four Kings’, a name 
derived from the four major islands in the group nestled 
on the tip of Papua’s Birds Head peninsula. It’s an 
archipelago comprising over 1,500 small islands, cays, 
and shoals surrounding the four main islands of Raja 
Ampat - Misool, Salawati, Batanta and Waigeo along 
with the smaller island of Kofiau. 

In the vicinity of the four mountainous main islands are 
hundreds of small islands which can be explored. In 
addition, the karst area is a beautiful and original natural 
phenomenon, with unique flora and fauna attractions 
and opportunities to trek around the islands to find 
hidden waterfalls and ancient caves. The area is the 
home of the largest marine national park in Indonesia, 
Cenderawasih Bay.  

Renowned for its biodiversity, Raja Ampat encompasses 
over 40,000 square kilometres in the northeast seas of 
the Indonesian Archipelago where the Pacific becomes 
the Indian Ocean. The resulting currents stir up nutrient-
rich water in the tropical climate, nurturing magnificent 
coral reefs and unparalleled marine life. Each of the 
islands – from the stark wave-pounded slopes that drop 
away beneath the karst cliffs of Wayag and Uranie to the 
deep, nutrient-rich bays of Mayalibit, Kabui and Aljui, to 
the blue water mangrove channels of Kofiau and Gam, 
plankton-rich upwelling areas of Misool and the Dampier 
Strait – are home to unique assemblages of species that 
together add up to produce the most impressive species 
lists ever compiled for a coral reef system of this size.

Yachting visitors will find a culture unique in the world, one 
that is home to the planet’s most diverse fish and coral 
resources. “This place, Raja Ampat, is truly amazing - the 
diversity of activities we can offer our guests combined 
with the natural beauty and friendly people make Raja 
Ampat the perfect cruising location for us. We love the 
place!” happily noted a captain of a well-known 50’ 
superyacht to Captain Jimmy.
Waisai is the capital city located on Waigeo Island. To 
get a sense of history, other land attractions include a 

Raja Ampat, known as ‘The Jewel of Indonesia’                    

visit to North and West Waigeo where, if you’re lucky, 
you can see a traditional bamboo flute (suling tambur) 
performance. There’s interesting World War II caves 
on North Waigeo, where the Dutch and the Japanese 
armies built bunkers. It continues to be a place local tribes 
will sometimes gather to perform war dances. Another 
ancient attraction can be found on Tomolol, home of 
numerous caves with paintings of huge humans, palms 
and animals painted by ancient cave dwellers and 
still in existence today. And, nearby, is the ever-flowing 
waterfall of Salawatim.

An interesting natural phenomenon can be seen every 
year-end in front of the Urbinasopen and Yesner villages 
if you visit East Waigeo. A light comes out from the ocean 
and wanders around on its surface for about 10–18 
minutes, disappearing and only to be seen again at the 
following year-end. Local inhabitants in both villages call 
this phenomenon, the “Sea Ghost”. 

South Waigeo is a favorite destination for diving 
enthusiasts and not far from South Waigo is atoll Kabui 
Bay. Also recommended is Saonek Monde, famous for 
its exotic beaches and underwater beauty, fishing and 
stunning sunsets. Similar to Wayag, the island has a distinct 
beauty and Salay dancing can often be viewed, and 
many types of birds to view in the villages of Sawinggrai 
and Yenwaupnor. 

Beautiful woven handicrafts are offered in Arborek, 
also a good place for snorkeling and for watching 
groups of swimming stingrays. Then if you continue to 
the Sawandarek area, there’s a white sand beach with 
beautiful coral and many sea ducks and other animals 
and just down the road you’ll discover a traditional 
village.

On the West side of Waigeo, on Konfiau and Batanta, is 
the archipelago Wayag, with good diving and snorkeling 
and gorgeous cruising waters. These small, uninhabited 
and incredibly picturesque islands, 30km beyond Waigeo, 
also attract non-divers for its scenery, snorkelling and 

“Raja Ampat is the perfect location according to a record number of superyacht captains 
that have cruised the area in the last year”, enthuses Captain Jimmy Blee, director of Asia 
Pacific Superyachts Indonesia, with offices in Bali and now in Raja Ampat. 
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Q&A – APS Sri Lanka’s
Priyantha Perera
Q. As a native of Sri Lanka, what is it in your background 
that brought you to the yachting industry?  

A. Soon after completing my education I started my shipping career 
as a trainee when joining a shipping agency company in Sri Lanka. 
The company provided agency services to all types of vessels calling 
in to the Ports of Sri Lanka.  

During my tenure of training and subsequent working in the shipping 
agency field I gained a vast knowledge of handling commercial 
vessels such as - container vessels, cargo vessels, cruise liners and 
various sized yachts. I dealt with the authorities for various clearances 
to ensure smooth port operations and worked for the most efficient 
and productive services to the Captains. 

Q. What other duties did you handle as your position 
grew?

A. In the line of duty I handled crew changes (sign / sign off) along 
with arranging visas,  renewing visas, arranging bunker nominations, 
supply of provisions, engineering stores, bonded stores and deck 
stores, etc. for the vessels calling in the Ports of Sri Lanka under the 
company.
 
Q. What was the change that had the biggest impact 
on your life? 

A. Having gained wide knowledge in providing agency services to 
commercial vessels I ventured out in 2011 to form my own company 
in Sri Lanka providing Agency Services to all types of ships that would 
call in the Ports of Sri Lanka. This then had a most significant impact 
on my career and my life.

Q. How did your work with superyachts come about? 

A. During year 2011 I had the privilege to provide my agency services 
to the first Superyacht that called under the company. This was a big 
moment and during the same year I went on to handle two more 
Superyachts that called in the Ports of Sri Lanka.  

From that day onwards to date the company provides agency 
services to yachts and superyachts calling in Sri Lanka. In May of 
2016 I proudly became part of the APS Asia Pacific network, as the 
owner agency for the ‘Asia Pacific Superyachts Sri Lanka’ agency.

Q. Do you have special secrets about Sri Lanka you 
share with your clients?

A. In addition to my work related experience, my knowledge of 
the country’s geographical locations along with inside knowledge 
of cultural sites and other tourist attractions help me advise and 
prepare the best possible tour itineraries for Owners and Captains, 
based on their port stay. It is my goal to maximize the enjoyment of 
every vessel’s trip to my beautiful island.  

In keeping with the rich Hindu culture on the island 
of Bali the APS Bali office held its renewal ‘Blessing 
Ceremony’.  The wonderful spiritual event was held 
with the local district Pemunku [Balinese Priest] 
leading blessing prayers and a ceremony with all of the 
APS staff in attendance and in Balinese dress. 

APS Bali Operations Manager Guna Pisaneschi, proudly Balinese, explains, “These 
ceremonies are very important for the individuals in our team and for peace of mind 
in our work place. Our team’s ability to service our clients and to be happy and calm 
as individuals depends on our spiritual well-being and of our work area being in good 
condition. The renewal ceremony helps and supports this”. 
“The APS Indonesia Bali office is proud to have been servicing visiting and resident 
Superyachts for the past10 years. We have nine staff in our Bali office and an enormous 
services coverage of 17,000 islands. Notable boats such as Pelorus, Ecstasea, Mayan Queen 
4 and Ocean Victory are just a few of the many boats having felt the warm embrace 
of Bali and the APS first class service and logistics facilitations”, reports APS Indonesia co-
founder, Captain Jimmy Blee.

“We understood early in our set up that we as a company needed to embrace the local 
culture and that it was very important to our Balinese staff that the office and the operations 
be blessed at the direction of our Pemunku, states APS Bali GM Thomas Taatjas. “Our Bali 
office is blessed by the staff in daily rituals, however, the Renewal Ceremonies are an 
important aspect for us all. To be frank, they are an integral part of why APS Indonesia 
has grown to be the industry leader of superyacht services here in Indonesia”. 

APS Bali 
Office Blessing 
Ceremonies

Bali Blessing Ceremony
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Q. What is it in your background that brought you both to 
the marina industry and specifically Phuket?  

A. Nick – I started as a marine Engineer apprentice in Isle 
of Bute, and from there it led to working on Twirlybird in 
1985.  Nick then skippered various yachts and ran Stevens 
Yachts in St Lucia, a large charter fleet that was taken 
over by Sunsail. The first time I came to Thailand was to 
compete in the Kings Cup, which led to working for Phuket 
Yacht Service, based at what is now the Phuket Yacht 
Haven site. Back then there was just a small floating jetty. 
This is when Zara & Nick met! 
 
Zara – I started sailing dinghies as a child but it never led 
beyond that until deciding to sail the coast of Australia 
instead of backpacking it! I hitched a ride on a cruising 
yacht and by the time I reached Thailand and met Nick, 
I realized someone would pay me to do this! To keep 
things short I did my RYA exams and then joined Nick in 
the Med on a Swan he was running. This led us both to 
Bonaire, in the Caribbean, to join a Swan 57…the owner 
was developing a 5 star resort and marina. We became 
involved with developing his marina, Harbour Village. 
After about 6 years in Bonaire it was time to move on.  

We sailed to Australia on our own 32ft yacht and while 
there received an email asking us to come to Phuket 
to manage Phuket Yacht Haven…recommended by a 
friend from Phuket Yacht Service.  We came to Yacht 
Haven in October 2002.

Q.  What were your tasks when you started at Yacht 
Haven? Describe how your responsibilities and positions 
have grown during the past 16 years.

Q&A – Phuket Yacht Haven management duo, 
Nick & Zara…20 years of experience (and tips) of 

Thailand’s most popular yachting region 

A. To survive!  We arrived to 154 slips, there had been 
no full time management for about 9 months so a lot of 
maintenance was needed.  Administration was chaotic, 
at best.  . Nick had to present a budget, within the first 
month, to the BOD – there was no information to base 
it on.  It was important to gain local “support” and 
relationships with people such as Gordon Fernandes of 
Asia Pacific Superyachts Phuket & Myanmar.

Once things were “under control” we could enjoy 
life; Gordon will also remember some of the amazing 
and crazy parties we used to have on the docks or at 
The Haven Bar.  This is very much an aspect that has 
changed…dock parties are more restrained now as we 
are all aware of security, insurance and all the other 
“legalities and protocols” that we live with, partying is 
very much away from the yacht.
 
Getting marina management software changed our 
lives and as that developed along with the marina 
growth, the budgets got more detailed and much more 
complicated, staff management/HR became a large 
job, Training, safety & security – we used Insurance to help 
us get budgets to improve all these things. Experience of 
fires and accidents pushed our levels of safety protocols 
higher than others in the area. 

Environmental awareness grew – we set up systems to 
manage waste disposal, Oil etc and followed through to 
make sure the end of the chain was still environmental. 
Overall, as the marina developed and the yachts grew 
in numbers and size, we became more corporate, 
Nick & I completed International Marina Management 
certifications, we developed career pathways within the 

company, set up community relations, plus plus plus …
we adjusted and grew with the times at an international 
level, as opposed to low key & ‘local’.
 
Q.  What are the changes in Thailand and Phuket that 
have had the biggest impact on the marina business 
in Phuket? 

Nick Wyall with former Phuket British Consul, 
Alan Cooke

Zara Tremlett & Nick Wyatt
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The World in One Country

EXPERIENCE NEW ZEALAND
With One Yacht Agency to 

Open the Door

www.asia-pacific-superyachts.co.nz
Comprehensive range of award-winning, seamless yacht support and tourism services

Exclusive, authentic and enchanting. Allow yourself to experience the true NZ,  
where you become part of our family. Make our home your home.

CUSTOMS  •  CHARTER  •  ITINERARY  •  PARTS & SUPPLIES  •  PROVISIONING  •  REFIT  •  & SO MUCH MORE

New Zealand Superyacht Support Specialists are proud Corporate Members of RNZYS

A. The growth of the Phuket International Airport; the 
dropping of VAT in order to import a yacht and Thai flag 
her for charter – this has obviously had a huge impact on 
marinas in Thailand. The growth of marinas as a whole & 
the growth and development of shoreside services; and, 
“Build and they will come” factor

Q.  Compare the number of visiting superyachts in 16 
years. How has service to superyachts changed from 
your early years with Yacht Haven? 

A. In 2002 I think there were 3 or 4 yachts. This past season 
saw about 55 yachts, 30m+ at PYH (includes those based 
here). Ao Po would likely have similar figures.  As the 
average LOA has increased the service needs have 
obviously increased a hundred fold…from electricity 
and water needs to the huge victuals that need to be 
transported down the docks. The expectation of good 
WiFi & high security systems, waste disposal, oil/sludge 
removal – all with certification

Q.  Please share some tips about how visiting yachts staying 
at a Phuket marina can maximize the experience… for 
owners & guests, captains and crew.

A. First, speak to Gordon! Book in advance, space is 
limited. More communicative captains and crew will 
naturally lead to better service from dock staff and other 
services – we are all in the service business so should 
remember how much more we want to give if we, 
ourselves, are treated well. Respect local culture, even 
if Phuket is very experienced in tourism. Do your research 
and get a good ground support agent

Q.  How closely do you work with a yacht services 
company like Asia Pacific Superyachts? How do they 

help and support the marina and the visiting vessels 
during their arrival, stay and departure?

A. We work closely with companies such as APS, we are 
vital to each other. Communication is key to a successful 
and extremely busy marina, yacht and agent; starting 
from the pre-booking onwards. For example, we need to 
know the number of crew onboard in order to prepare 
arrival bags, gate passes etc – this info generally comes 
via the agent who will be arranging port clearance.  We 
all want a seamless experience for visiting yachts. It is not 
just the management of daily work, guests and owners 
but also the social side; Gordon has a knack for this ;)

Q.  Can you give us an example of a few memorable 
experiences with visiting yachts at Yacht Haven?

- The arrival of Kalizma – they immediately hosted a huge 
onboard party, promoting the wines, beers and spirits of 
the owner’s companies. An awesome night which down 
the line led to the chief stew meeting a company director 
based at Yacht Haven…they’re now married with 2 kids!

- Flying in the helicopter of Siri 

- Nick & Gordon falling in the water with a pedestal at 
dock party held by a certain 100ft Swan

- Montigne was a legend for the partying back in the 
early days…enough said!

The incredible comradery and help that everyone shared 
during the aftermath of the 2004 Tsunami. A young girl 
and her mother we knew needed help so we stepped 
in and set up a shop for mom and private English lessons 
for daughter Seroh, while covering her local school fees. 

Our gal Seroh is all grown up, working at a good job and 
doing fine. The photo is about 2009.

Q.  Do you see government regulations changing soon? 
Changes that will support welcoming more visiting yachts 
to Phuket? How will these changes help the owner, 
captains and crew?

A. Yes, there is always change, however small but each 
step counts. We are currently working towards the 
‘Superyacht Charter License’ which will enable foreign 
flagged vessels to operate in Thai waters.

Immigration is getting tougher for everyone, all around 
the world. Make sure the latest regulatory changes are 
checked up on before coming and make sure you 
use your shore support agent (APS) for all clearance 
procedures and updates on ‘local conditions’.

Q. And, final question, what are your plans for the future?

A. Unknown!  First the idea was to have a break but I 
(Zara) am currently updating the Superyacht Services 
Guide for SE Asia and Nick has been managing a couple 
of private yachts.  Let’s see what doors open… 
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Samui’s growing appeal

Yachting Journey Starts in 
Langkawi

A sparkling jewel in the crown of Thailand’s 
stunning island destinations, Koh Samui is 
a paradise found and luring superyachts 
to the eastern Gulf side of the country. 

The third largest island in Thailand after 
Phuket and Koh Chang, Samui boasts of 
gorgeous pearl-white sandy beaches, 
lush tropical rainforests with magnificent 
waterfalls and high end luxury resorts 
and spas. All this with beautiful nearby 
anchorages and an archipelago that is 
a national treasure. 

With so many breathtaking sights, it’s no 
wonder Koh Samui is receiving growing 
interest from superyachts, venturing from 
Phuket on the Andaman seas western 
side of Thailand to Koh Samui and the 
Gulf of Siam on the eastern side.  There’s 
talk of plans are DELETE underway for 
the island’s first marina; however, many 
superyachts aren’t waiting for a marina. 
However, many superyachts aren’t 
waiting for a marina. Instead they are 
happily discovering some amazing 
anchorages around Samui, her sister 
islands and the Gulf of Thailand from 
Captain Charlie Dwyer, a co-founder of 
Asia Pacific Superyachts and heading up 
APS professional yacht support services on 
Samui since 2002.

The captain of the vis it ing sai l ing 
superyacht Vertigo writes of his experience 
when visiting Samui: “I had met Charlie 
while he was captaining Yanakee Too so 

knew he would understand our needs and 
also that no one would know Koh Samui 
and the surrounding islands better than 
him. His understanding of Thailand and the 
needs of a superyacht from a captain’s 
perspective is invaluable”.  

But Koh Samui wasn’t anything close to 
what it is today and what the owner and 
his guests and captain experienced. In 
going back three-plus decades, the island 
only had dirt roads, and there was very 
little infrastructure.  It wasn’t till the late 
1980s that things began to change. To 
attract more tourists, the island improved 
its infrastructure over the years and now 
known as one of the world’s most beautiful 
tropical destinations, charming its visitors 
ever since the first tourists arrived in 1971. 
In the past Koh Samui was hugely 
popular with backpackers, then as the 
infrastructure developed, gradually 
5-star resorts arrived. In 2007 Four Seasons 
unveiled a high-end villa resort, the first 
property on the island with access to a 
private beach and an infinity pool for 
each of its luxury villas. Others followed 
including high-end hotels Le Méridien, 
the W Retreat, Conrad Koh Samui and in 
2017 the Ritz Carlton. The ultra-luxurious 
accommodations and spectacular dining 
options are great for a change of pace 
for owners and their guests.

Those who experience Koh Samui are 
rewarded with an idyllic tropical retreat, 

Many Superyacht Charters start their 
cruising journey in Asia in Langkawi, 
Malaysia, with its unrivaled yachting 
facilities and natural beauty.  The duty 
free port includes a shipyard and duty 
free spare parts and provisions. This is 
the perfect starting point to process 
paperwork (and avoid bureaucracy 
delays in other countries), pick up fuel 
and load up on fresh provisions.

A typical journey will start from 
Langkawi to cruise north towards 
Thailand, to Koh Lipe and the Butang 
Group of Islands in the Tarutao National 
Park.  The country of Thailand’s first 
Marine National Park consists of 51 
islands, close to the Malaysian border, 
and of the 51 islands all save Koh 
Lipe are uninhabited Departing the 
Butang Archipelago the islands of the 
Andaman Sea beckon with Phuket, 
Phang Nga Bay, Tarutao,
Similan and Surin island all offering 
fantastic options or cruising farther 

on to mysterious Myanmar and the 
Mergui Archipelago. 

The centerpiece of Malaysia’s tourist 
industry and the premier yachting 
destination for the region, the duty 
free Island of Langkawi, Malaysia 
offers plenty of land options before 
starting a journey – complete with 
5-Star hotels, spas, cultural attractions, 
internationally renowned golf courses 
and a town center with all the modern 
facilities of a small city to enjoy before 
boarding your chartered yacht. 

The Crowning Jewel of Thailand,  
Koh Samui, is luring superyachts to the 
other eastern Gulf side 

white-sand beaches, a sapphire-blue 
sea, an abundance of tantalizing Thai 
cuisine and an unusually warm and 
friendly people. Just 21 kilometres at its 
widest point and 25 at its longest, Samui’s 
hinterland consists of forests, hills of 
limestone and granite and the shoreline 
is made up of countless palm-fringed 
beaches and bays. 

Yachting visitors are delighted with the 
close proximity to the country’s national 
treasure, Ang Thong National Marine Park 
- a compact archipelago of small and 
virtually untouched islands best explored 
by sea kayak. And beyond the Samui, the 
largest island are other islands well worth 
exploring – including Koh Phangan, world 
famous for its monthly Full Moon parties 
and Koh Tao, rated one of the best diving 
locations in Thailand and in the world. 

The Gulf of Thailand, the Gulf islands and 
the Marine Park archipelago offer fantastic 
opportunities for superyacht visits, as the 
conditions are calm for the majority of the 
year with an abundance marine life. A visit 
can include jungle treks on uninhabited 
islands and mysterious caves waiting to be 
explored by kayak at Ang Thong Marine 
Park islands.  Samui, much smaller and 
enormously less populated than Phuket, 
is located in the middle of the vast waters 
of the Gulf of Thailand and has the appeal 
of a real island. 

With the steady increase in demand 
for villa rentals, Samui has also become 
popular among investors seeking yields 
and a holiday home in a more remote 
luxury island where they can enjoy good 
returns on their investment – between 
8-10% per year - as opposed to over 
populated Phuket with its link to the 

mainland.  

Captain Charlie says the best season to 
visit is March to September as the rainy 
season is traditionally regarded as being 
from October to mid–December. The 
climate is tropical and humid throughout 
the year with the temperature usually 
ranging from 28 to 35 degrees Celsius and 
with no risk of tsunamis and located well 
out of the typhoon belt.

There are plenty of attractions and 
activities on the island, including the 
Santiburi Samui Country Club, one of the 
most beautiful golf courses in the region 
and recently voted one of the top five 
golf courses in Thailand. Other attractions 
include miles of white sandy beaches, 
award-winning meditation and wellness 
retreats, a vibrant nightlife, island hopping, 
jungle exploring, Buddhist temples and a 
fantastic culinary scene.  

In recent years the island has become well 
known for its large number of excellent 
restaurants, delighting visitors with some of 
the finest cuisine from all over the world. 
In fact, a growing number of high quality 
chefs see Samui as the ideal location 
to share their impressive culinary skills. 
It’s even rumored the island can now 
boast more Michelin star chefs and 5 
star restaurants all in one place than 
anywhere else in the world.

Samui is now accessible by private jet and 
helicopter, with additional private airport 
facilities currently under construction.  The 
island continues to develop into the best 
luxury destination in Thailand and more 
superyachts are setting their sights on the 
jewel in the crown of Thailand, Koh Samui. 
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Cruising grounds are easily reached in this relatively small 
area and largely unexplored. Here you’ll find some of 
the most spectacular and beautiful waters in South East 
Asia, with deserted islands and mainland attractions that 
rival the best in the world. Famed as the land under the 
typhoon belt, Borneo can also boast of having the best 
and basically, only marina between Singapore and the 
Philippines.

Captain Jean-Francois, a marine consultant with 40 years 
sail and motor yachting experience and sailing three 
times around the world, speaks of Borneo as being one 
of the most diverse cruising playgrounds in the world… 
combining azure waters, tropical islands and mainland 
coastal bays with an extraordinarily diverse selection of 
mainland beauty, river cruising and land adventures. 

Checking in at the capital city of Sabah, Kota Kinabalu he 
notes you’ll find many anchorages close to the city along 
with excellent facilities at the marina at Sutera Harbour, 
the only fully equipped marina in Sabah and strategically 
situated between the city centre and the airport.  

Borneo provides an astonishing number of surprises for 
superyacht visitors as the vessel journeys through an 
itinerary of stunning attractions along the east and north 
coast areas. Even today a lot of places along the coast 
are rarely visited by yacht, reports the Captain. Noted 
below some of the places ranking high with visiting 
superyachts*:

Pulau Tiga - (only 30 miles south of KK) is also known 
as ‘Survivor Island’, the location for the first of the 
popular ‘Survivor’ series, offering many anchorages 
and uninhabited places. Captain JF adds, “You can 
anchor in Police Bay on the North of Pulau Gaya near 
the lighthouse, it’s well protected except from north 
winds.  The islands of Sulug, Manukan, Mamutik and Gaya 
provide a beautiful Borneo sunset experience”.

Mengalum Island - the island where Captain Magellan 
supposedly dropped an anchor is 30 miles west of KK.  
Though not allowed to stay on this island, in the evening 
the beaches are quite nice. There is a nice anchorage 
on south side of the island and long deserted beach for 
beachcombing and snorkeling.

Mantanani Island - (about 50 miles north) Mantanani is a 
bit overrun during the day but very nice in the  evening 
with fine white sand beaches, good snorkeling, diving 
and shoreline and a traditional remote village to visit. 
This location also provides secure sheltered anchorage 
overnight, according to direction of the wind. Visit the 
NW side of the island at sunset for a spectacular site of 
thousands of frigate birds arriving to nest for the night. 

Balambangan Island – is further north and the biggest of 
the islands in Borneo with very few people and a very well 
protected and nice anchorage. Balambangan, Banggi 
& Maliangan Island are within the Tun Mustapha Marine 
Park and offers shore-based activities of snorkeling, 
kayaking and seasonal turtle beaching. Overnight 
anchorage at a sheltered bay with a scenic saltwater 

Itinerary tips for Borneo’s Wild Coast

mangrove spread across the bay between the straits 
separating Balambangan and Banggi islands. 
Between Krabi (the main town of Banggi) and Maliangan 
is a deep bay with reefs around but offers a great 
anchorage for the night. Depart though the Malawi 
channel which is well marked and you’ll find many small 
islands to visit and stopover. It is a great experience to 
anchor and visit some of these islands where friendly 
locals can be seen living in a very basic way.

Lakayan Island Resort - Cruise south to Lakayan Island 
resort for great snorkeling or diving options (don’t miss 
the wreck diving!). Night turtle watching can be pre-
arranged and an interesting diving site with spectacular 
diving surrounds this island. You may anchor overnight 
at the west side of the island and enjoy a good meal on 
shore in a nice spot.

Sandakan & Wildlife - Traveling south you’ll come to 
the big and well protected bay of Sandakan. Anchor 
at the port designated area near to Sandakan Yacht 
Club, utilizing yacht club jetty facilities pre-arranged with 
management. Here you can visit a World War II memorial, 
a reminder of the prison camp or plan a land excursion 
for a private visit to Sepilok Orang Utan Sanctuary for a 
close encounter with the primates. This can be followed 
by a visit to the Borneo Sun Bear Research Center, a rare 
opportunity to view this near-extinct species. Close by is 
the park for the Proboscis Monkey.

Kinabatangan River - If you are adventurous your vessel 
can even enter the Kinabatangan river at this point; 
however you must be sure of draft, tide and have 
knowledge of the river. The rewards are spectacular 
and a must is the ‘night safari’ where guests to see an 

abundant wildlife from the back of a pick-up. Exciting!

Borneo Rain Forest - Another option is to depart Sandakan 
via helicoptor or comfortable 4WD to the Borneo Rain 
Forest Lodge near Lahad Datu and experience the rain 
forest atmosphere for a 3 day 2 night stay at the exclusive 
6 star jungle resort
 
Semporna – Located in Tun Sakaran Marine Park and 
consisting of Mantabuan, Gaya, Sibuan, Bohey Dulang, 
Tetagan and other smaller islands. Anchor overnight at 
east side of Bum Bum Island if weather conditions are 
calm or on the east side of Larapan Island for shelter from 
bad weather. Many other anchorages are possible in this 
large bay. However, there’s lots of activity in Sipandan 
with smaller craft sailing from one island to the other as 
it is the hub for all the Sipandan diving. 

Cruise down through the channel between Bum Bum 
island and land to reach your anchorage near Kapalai 
Island for snorkeling or diving in the underwater universe 
of the world famous Sipadan, Mabul & Kapalai, the reef 
or wreck diving at Kapalai Island is stunning and near 
Kapalai is a pretty resort on a reef where you can dive 
on a on a wreck, specifically prepared for diving.

*The above recommendations (in part or whole) have 
been adopted by superyachts such as  M/Y Mayan 
Queen IV, S/Y Gygnus Montanus, M/Y Double Haven, S/Y 
Naos, M/Y Northern Sun, M/Y Braveheart, M/Y Andiamo 
and M/ Karima during their trips in past years. 

“The west coast of Peninsula Malaysia is relatively well travelled and documented by 
cruising superyachts. But East Malaysia, also known as Sabah, Sarawak and Labuan – or 
‘Malaysian Borneo’, offers an altogether more adventurous prospect”, reports Borneo’s Asia 
Pacific Superyachts Captain Jean-Francois (JF) Cormerais. Last year Captain J-F shared 
an itinerary for the ‘land beneath the wind’ and it’s worth repeating as more superyachts 
are interested in a voyage through Borneo.
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flourishing superyacht industry.  With 
another event of this kind held in Auckland 
we would definitely need to see a new 
major development to ensure we have 
sufficient infrastructure, base facilities for 
challengers and new berths for visiting 
superyachts”, said Lidgard.

‘’For the last four years our marinas have 
been at near maximum capacity for the 
superyacht visitation each summer, the 
Americas Cup coming to New Zealand 
will definitely see a much needed boost for 
the local industry over the coming years.”
Duthie Lidgard MD of APSNZ is already 
fielding Marina Booking requests and 
charter opportunities for the 2021 Americas 
Cup. Should Charter Brokers, Captains 
or Yacht Managers need up to date 
information please keep in touch with 
duthie@asia-pacific-superyachts.com 

As reported in the New Zealand Herald by 
Grant Bradley, the superyacht industry is 
expecting a big boost from an America’s 
Cup event held here and tourism chiefs 
say the international focus on New 
Zealand will help their sector. 

Although the format for the next Cup 
regatta hasn’t been decided, one 
leading superyacht agency says a regatta 
in Auckland would lead to a boost for 
cruising down here and lead to better 
facilities being built.

Asia Pacific Superyachts New Zealand 
managing director Duthie Lidgard said for 
the last successful defence of the Cup in 
2000, superyachts averaged around 35m 
to 40m and just a few made the voyage 
to New Zealand.

“With the average now up over 55m in 
length, the boats are adventuring more 
with New Zealand as part of their bucket 
list. We are already in talks with vessels now 
three years ahead of planning their trip 
to New Zealand and the win will increase 
interest in cruising New Zealand waters,” 
said Lidgard, returning from Bermuda 
and watching the final race in June at 
the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron.
“The creation of the Viaduct village was 
due to the 2000 America’s Cup defence 
and this had transformed the waterfront 
during the last 17 years and led to a 

Fiji looking at 750 visiting 
yachts in 2018

Superyachts Pacific Journey, New 
Zealand Big Boost from America’s Cup

Considered a hub for the country’s visiting 
superyachts the marina welcomed 554 
yachts and 65 superyachts last year, 
showing strong growth from 2016 following 
Cyclone Winston, according to Denarau 
Marina general manager, Cynthia Rasch. 
David Jamieson of APS Fiji adds the 
number could possibly go up to 750 visiting 
yachts and superyachts, explaining:

“The Government’s reduction of the Super 
Yacht Charter Tax from 12.5 per cent to 
10 per cent will also help in the increase 
of visiting yachts”. Jamieson notes, “The 
Super Yacht Charter Tax is no longer called 
a ‘super yacht’ tax. Superyachts are now 
charged an environment and climate 
adaptation levy of 10 per cent, levied on 
the stated gross charter fee as disclosed 
on the charter contract”.

Jamieson also points out, “Asia Pacific 
Superyachts Fiji services are not only for 
superyachts, almost every visiting cruising 
yacht needs supplies and generally 
some form of repairs. So there is a very 
large market with over 750 visiting yachts 
expected this year, with the numbers 
growing steadily”.
David believes this number will exceed a 
thousand visiting yachts annually once 
the Lau Clearance Post is operational. 
He also notes the yacht tourism market 

brings many benefits to Fiji, over and 
above the direct income generated from 
the industry. 

From his early very small business when 
Jamison first visited Fiji, David has seen 
the yachting industry become a major 
contributor to the Fijian economy. Firmly 
established, his company has a staff of 
over forty people including head office 
and the repair and maintenance facility 
in Vuda. His yacht services company hires 
inexperienced school leavers to train to 
do the cleaning and polishing work on 
the yachts and many of these people, 
both male and female, are offered work 
on the yachts full time, opening up huge 
opportunities for travel and professional 
advancement.  

The world superyacht market of over 
5,000 is set for growth in Fiji and Jamieson 
knows the industry very well. He’s ready 
to provide visiting yachts with quality 
services, adding, “In the superyacht 
industry, Fijians are now sought after for 
crew work. This is one outcome that we 
are very pleased about, as it provides a 
great career path and high income for 
Fiji people”.

Port Denarau Marina

The 2017 yachting season, with 554 yachts and 65 
superyachts visiting Fiji, was a record year for the 
Port Denarau Marina.

APS Raja Ampat 3-Yacht 
Birthday Bash
APS Raja Ampat shared news of a three-
yacht birthday party voyage the agency 
organised. The festive event was in honour 
of an Indonesia business mogul and 
organised by Asia Pacific Superyachts 
director and longtime skipper, Captain 
Jimmy Blee.

Captain Jimmy and his team arranged 
for three big boat charters and 15 small 
tender boat charters to voyage around 
Raja Ampat for five days in celebration of 
the event.  The highly successful yachting 
celebration culminated in a special beach 
party for 60 guests.  
Attending guests included the Red Bull race 
team; members of Indonesia society, social 
society and leading business members.  
All agreed it was a fantastic yachting 
event and one that will be remembered 
well into the future.  The video can be 
viewed at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2kns0AM_xN0   

APS Indonesia, celebrating 10 years of 
operations in Indonesia, was the first 
company to offer specialist superyacht 
shore support in the vast archipelago of 
Indonesia. And, they are the first to open an 
office in amazing Raja Ampat, supported 
by their APS HQ in Bali. “Basically we aim to 
give the most comprehensive coverage we 
can to our clients based on our experience 
and resources being the most advanced 
in Indonesia,” said Thomas Taatjes, GM of 
APS Raja Ampat, adding: “Not only does 
this mean greater efficiency, it also means 
greater control of operations and costs for 
our clients which is key.”

One of three charter yachts for birthday 
celebration, Love Gaia

NEW ZEALAND America’s Cup 
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Seychelles &  
South East Cruising  
with Captain Avnish Dhall

Q:  Please tell us about superyachts in the Seychelles and your 
connection.

A:  Two years ago we decided to move one of our 50mtr yachts from 
Sri Lanka/Maldives to the Seychelles. After that, like they say – history!

Q:  How did you get into this line of business?

A:  I spent 13years in commercial shipping and then moved into the 
yachting world 20years ago. I have been a captain on yachts up 
to 95mtrs in length and now run a fleet of yachts under the name 
of Pegasus yachts.

Q:  Are you often out at sea on the yachts?

A:  Ever since I started management, i am not so much at sea but 
mostly on board for refits and management decisions. Saying that, 
i just did a 600nm passage down the western seaboard of the U.S. 
on a 68 ft Dynacraft. I still enjoy being at sea but i suspect my crew 
mostly ‘tolerate’ having me on board!

Q:  What do you love most about your work?

A: The uniqueness! The uncertainty of what the next day would bring! 
The challenges of working in an ever changing environment all bring 
together challenges on a daily basis.

Q:  Who are some of your clients?

A:  Some of the most well-known yachts in the world. For example 
the yacht in the Seychelles is a 50mtr, 110 year old motor yacht that 
was once owned by Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor.

Q:  What is the capacity for visiting superyachts; what is the average 
stay?

A:  In the Seychelles, I would think a 10 day visit – mostly experiential 
holiday experiences with diving and fishing incorporated.

Q:  Asia Pacific Superyachts is spread out widely across Asia Pacific. 
What are the region agencies you work with in the APS network?

A:  We use APS in Phuket, Malaysia and Singapore. We have always 
enjoyed the best possible service from APS and find them to be 
knowledgeable and approachable for all yacht related works.

My Kalizma

South East Asia means new cruising 
grounds for many yachts and Singapore, 
like a reigning sultan, sits pretty much in the 
centre of a passage from North to South 
and East to West in the region. Located 
centrally in South East Asia Singapore 
is only 1 degree north of the equator 
and doesn’t get severe weather, which 
means it’s a convenient and safe base 
for year-round regional cruises while 
providing boundless activities for visiting 
superyachts. 

Singapore has superyacht berths in several 
marinas island wide and a wharf that can 
be used for berthing very large yachts 
alongside located on the south central 
coast, Scott explains, adding: “During 
this time virtually every aspect of the 
servicing a yacht from inbound/outbound 
clearance procedures to provisioning, 
engineering repairs and surveys and for 
all of requirements while both in Singapore 
and further afield can be handled. We 
even regularly send supplies to yachts 
cruising in the region.” 

A welcome standout for yachting 
enthusiasts is the°15 Marina, where all 
aboard will enjoy the charms of this 
beautiful and well equipped marina. 
Singapore city is famed throughout the 
world as an amazing world class shopping 
capital and easy access from the Marina 
to nearby local shopping with day trips 
available along with local attractions. 

Not to be missed attractions according to 
Clarence Chong, include: Raffles Hotel – a 
Singaporean institution and a byword for 
oriental luxury; Chinatown – Singapore’s 
cultural heart; Duty Free shopping in Little 
India – full of interesting little shops selling 
obscure items; Orchard Road – high-
end hotels, shopping centres, nightspots, 
restaurants & bars; Jurong Town – home to the 
Haw Par Villa (a Chinese mythological theme 
park); Sentosa Island – museums, aquariums, 
beaches, sports facilities, walks, rides, food 
centres and marina

Considering visiting yachts in South East 
Asia, Walker remarked: “Both local and 
European and American Investment for 
this kind of leisure is growing. Key inhibitors 
for visiting yachts would be mostly borders. 
By that I mean the differing immigration 
procedures in different countries and the 
laws and regulations in the countries around 
here. Some countries such as Malaysia and 
Singapore are very easy to deal with. But 
there are others, Indonesia and Vietnam in 
particular, that have various issues to consider 
and it’s a greater effort for yachts to get the 
cruising permits and visas”. 

Global charterers and superyacht owners 
and captains are starting to shift their focus 
from traditional cruising grounds in search of 
the more exotic cruising destinations in Asia 
with its year-round sailing season in Singapore 
and South East Asia.

More Superyachts to 
Singapore
Centrally located in South East Asia…  
a perfect location! 

“We’re seeing more and more visiting superyachts and once 
here, they love it”, enthused Clarence Chong and Scott Walker 
of APS Singapore, “The region is so vast and diverse and 
Singapore is smack in the middle of really excellent cruising 
grounds.” 

Marina Bay Sands
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Seamless Support - Best Local Knowledge - Independently Owned Offices

ANDAMAN ISLANDS (INDIA)
rathnam@asia-pacific-superyachts.com

BORNEO
borneo@asia-pacific-superyachts.com
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thomas@asia-pacific-superyachts.com
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SINGAPORE
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THAILAND – PHUKET
gordon@asia-pacific-superyachts.com

THAILAND – SAMUI
charlie@asia-pacific-superyachts.com

TAHITI
tahiti@asia-pacific-superyachts.com

OFFICES INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED:

“All the people at 
the Asia Pacific Superyachts

agencies are real pros, 
and have

incredible experience and 
local knowledge”

Captain Chris Walsh, 
M.Y. Archimedes

NEW ZEALAND
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PLEASE VISIT US AT STAND QH25  AT THE MONACO YACHT SHOW 2018


